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Ex-teacher cites vow, stays mum on sex 


Rochester woman 
says he abused 
her at Kearney 


AHEA TEACHER FWSO IN SEX CASE « 

tioo of Christian brother* of Ireland in the 
eartern United State* and told not to d» 
cuaa Nancy Maher'* allegation* or bar 17 
million lawauit 

"I took a vow of obedience," Heathwnod 


end J. Leake topfco 


A former teacher at Biehop Kearney 
High School laid yesterday that he wanted 
U> defend himeetT agairnt allagationB he 
•exually abuwd * Rochester woman for 
nearly 30 yean, but had been ordered by hie 
•uperkm not to diacuM the charge* 
Brother John Laurence Heathwood said 
he w-m telephoned yesterday by Brother 
Jamea Moffett, the head of the Congnga 


lives “I would lam to answer everything 
•be* laving, but I simply cant. I can only do 
what my lupenon tall me to da’ 

Heath wood, a math teacher and drama 
coach at Bmhop Kaamev for a decade in the 
196Ui and 1970a, did lay, however, that he 
Km never acknowledged abusing Maher 
Maher s lawyer. Richard A Raid. ha. 
said that Heathwood confreeed to the al¬ 
leged abuae in come matrons with hn supe¬ 
riors. 

BROTHER on page 4A 



7 took a vow of 
obedience. / 
would love to 
answer 

everything she's 
saying but / 
simply can t I can 
what my superiors 
do.' 


2nd local woman 
alleges improper 
sexual contact 

■y J. IWHogMwdMwa MBs 


A day after allegations of satual ibuae 
surfaced against a former Bishop Kaamev 
High School teacher, supporters of the ac¬ 
cused and his accuser expressed powerful 
reactions yet remain deeply divided over 
who they believe 

While Brother John Laurence Heath 
wood was uniformly described m an ex¬ 
tremely popular and charming teacher - 
even a “genius" — a second Rochester 


charges 


victim of inappropriate sexual contact 
Barhara Zak. 41. a 1970 Bishop Kaamev 
graduate, said Heathwood tickled and 
spanked her in t school office, and told her 
she should became a Playboy bunny At the 
time. Zak wh i tern ager and did not 
complain to authorities But 10 years later 
she confronted Heathwood at the school's 
dam reunion in 19W) 

I asked turn if hr remembered u and d 
he got enjoyment out of it." Zak said “I 
said, 1 want you to look me in the face and 
tall me yes or no ' 

“He looked me m the (ace and vaxl no." 
Zak recalled, in an interview veeterdav 
Heathwood. reached in Hawaii, said hr 
had a “vague" recollection id Zak but dr 


REACTION on pasr 4 


* BROTHER from pqgi 
“Than not true.” 


Mahrr. who now is 40. chargaa in 
the lawsuit that Heathwood aciual- 


12 yaan old until m recently a. July 
1992. A Bishop Kaamev student 
from 1966 to 1970. Maher alirgas 
that Heeihwood's abuse left bar un- 
shls to conceive children 

Bahop Kearney, the Roman 
Catholic Dvioear of Rochester and 


although the diocaaa hm said that it 
should be dropped from the lawauit 
because the school ■ run by the 
Christian Brothers. 

Bahop Kearney principal Slater 
Qaine Englert yealerday issued the 
school's first stateromi .n the mat¬ 
ter, saying it was important to note 
it had been nearly 2U yean since 
Heathwood had taught at the 
school The school, she said, re 


"The main thing we're doing 
right now is praying lot the brother 
and certain!) praying for the worn 
an, too," she said 

The Chnstian Brothers, mean 
while, said in a statement that 
Haathmsd would not be allowed to 
teach until the matter «a resolved 


it assignment was at 
cken High School ui 


Warwick. Rl.. where he taught the 
10th and 11th grade*. 

“We acknowledge that one of our 
members. Brother J L Heathwood. 
has been accused of sexual impro¬ 
priety while at Bishop Kearney 
High School 20 yean ago- We are 
genuinely concerned foe the accuser 
and the accused." aasd the state- 

Heathwood said ha retired from 


2nd local woman 
alleges Improper 
sexual contact 

REACTION from pagt IA 

“No way." ha said 

Zaks sliegaUxi* followed reports venter 
day that Nancy Maher, 40. of Rocbaater. 
had filed a 17 million lawsuit against Heath 
wood accusing him of 28 yean of sexual 
alxwa that left her severely physically and 
•motional!)' scarred Maher's lawsuit allege* 
she waa the victim of many deviant sexual 
acta, including rape 

Zak Mid her contact with Heathwood «w 
limited to hia fondling 

Maher and Zak — who remain acquaint 
ancm today - were Bishop Kaamev stu¬ 
dents from 1966 to 1970. Heathwood taught 
mat hem ati cs and was head of the drama 
pngram at Bishop Kearney from 1964 to 
1974. 

Heathwood said ha wh forbidden by his 
Christian Brother* superior* to talk about 
the allegation* 

“I cant control what people think." he 
•aid “I would kwe to defend my name, but I 
cant." 

Ray Shahin, who wh the school's musical 
director while Heathwood wh in charge of 



John Laurence Heathwood m the late 


'60s. 5ays he touched her neppropnete- 
ty et Bishop Kearney High School. 



Shahin said ha looked up to Heathwood, 
who had recruited Shahin to come to Bishop 
Kearney Shahin called him a “genius" who 
wh devoted to students and the plays he 
produced and directed. 


'Everyone sent you (to 
parochial school) to prevent 
you from getting hurt in the 
world. Nobody told me about 
deviant sexual behavior so 
why would / question itf 
Baxtera Zak.. taro 

teup Koran gnduss. 


Also, Edward Tracy, who wh principal at 
Bishop Kearney from 1967 to 1972. said 
Heathwood wh one of tha moat enthusiaatic 
at teachers and “totally into the school.' He 
■aid Heathwood spent cnuntlam extra hours 
working there. Tracy aasd he never received 
a complaint about Heathwood 

“I don't see hun m that kind of a man." 
•aid Tracy, who is now principal at Da Sales 
High School in Geneva. Ontario County. 

But Zak said the atmosphere in Heath- 
wood's office — a popular place far students 
to hang out — wh far lam rigid than in other 
■rea* of the school, and that Heathwood 
often got “a little too dnae." 

“1 wh in hia office and he'd (tend at the 
door so I couldn't gat out." recalled Zak, a 
former Student Council member who often 


Heath woods office to typo *rhnn| 


"He’d pram ha body up on a* and ha'd 
tickle." she said “It wh like a game " 

As a young girl. Zak said, she remember* 
thinking that Heathwood wh sunplv being 
vary playful and affectionate. “Whan you rs 
a kid. you don't put a label on it a* sexual" 
•he said. She said she often felt uncomfort- 


“You juat didn't question authority. I wh 
raised that way from tha first grade. The 
church wh good and you ware there to tern 

valuM and moral*" Zak said. "Everyone 
sent you | to parochial school I to prevent you 
from getting hurt in the world. 

"Nobody told me about deviant sexual 
behavior, so why would I question it?" 

Skill. Heathwoodi supporter* are skrpti 
cal of any allegations against him 

Brother Jamea Liguon. principal of Bah- 
op Hmdncken High School, in Warwick. 
Rl. where H rath wood rouat recently 
taught, said Heathwood wh an exemplary 
teacher and am of the school's mart popu¬ 
lar. Liguon said students never made any 
complaints against Heathwood. 

That, h well m Maher's del** i 
ing the alleged ibuae, r 
question the charges in I 
“And she just decided 
come forward"" Liguon a 
“Vary strange." □ 


the Rhode Island school June 10. 
fallowing final exams. The school 
principal. Brother James Liguon. 
deambed Heathwood h a “daaicat 
ed" teacher and said he wh one of 
two instructor* honored m end-of 

Kaul said that he wh assured by 
Chnstian Brothers officials that 
Heathwood had bean immediately 
removed from his teaching job and 
referred for counseling in April after 


the Bruthcn learned of Maher's 

But Heathwood and Liguon in¬ 
sisted yesterday that Heathwood 
finished out the school year. 

“It wh nothing out of the ordi¬ 
nary,' said Liguon. “He retired and 
ended the school year h every other 
teacher did Ha wh not taken from 
the claMrooov “ 

Heathwood, who a in his mid- 
60* taught at Bishop Kearney from 


1964 to 1974. He also wh very close 
to Maher's family. 

Maher, who Hm not filed crimi¬ 
nal chargaa against Heathwood. al¬ 
leges that the sexual abuse began in 
s boathouse when she wh 12. It 
continued through high school — 
sometimes backstage in the Bishop 
Kearney auditorium — then 
through adulthood. 

She ab>> accused Heathwood of 
making lewd comments and tryirg 


to humiliate and prey on Maher's 
feelings of “dcgradstion and help- 
lessnem" by using throat* 

The alleged rapes and deviant 
sexual acts earned physical injuria* 
including scarring of bar cervix that 
left her unable to conceive children, 
■aid the lawsuit. 

Maher claimed in tha lawauit 
that she ako suffered several pay 
etiological condition* 

Thoee include chronic post-treu- 


mauc strew disorder, dwaociaUve 
disorder, nightmares and panic at¬ 
tack* h well m eating and step 
disorder* She has been in psycho¬ 
therapy since last fall 

Maher, contacted yesterday at 
her home, declined to be inter¬ 
viewed. then left town But she said 
•he felt that the truth about Heath- 
wood had finally coma out 
“I've always thought the truth 
would set you free," she said. 3 
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I BROTHER fnmpatt Ik 

"That» not true." Mtd Heath 
wood 

Maher. who ntwe it 40. charges in 
the l*—u.t that Heath** wd eexual- 
Iv abused her from the turn the »u 
12 year* old until* recently m July 
1982. A Bmhop Kearnrv student 
from 1966 to 1970. Maher allege* 
that Heath wood* abuse left her un- 


Bwhop Kearney, the Roman 
atW Dtuene nf Rochester and 


named as defendants ui the lawsuit, 
although the dmcme haa tatd that it 
should be dropped from the lawsuit 
became the echoed ■ run by the 
fhmuan Brother*. 

Bahup Kearney pnnapal Stater 


Tint statement on the mat¬ 
ter. saving it waa important to note 
it had been nearly 20 year* aince 
Heath wood had taught at the 
echoed The school ehe eaid, re¬ 
ceived no tnquirim from parent* or 
alumni yesterday 

The main thing we're doing 
right now a praying for the brother 
and certainly praying for the worn 
an. too. ehe eaid 

The Christian Brother*, mean¬ 
while. raid ui a statement that 
Heathwi»d would not be allowed to 
teach until the matter wae resolved 


School in 
Warwick, R.I., where he taught the 
10th and 11th grade*. 

“We acknowledge that one of our 
member*. Brother JJ- Heath wood, 
haa been ecruced of sexual impro¬ 
priety while at Biahop Kearney 
High School 20 '.’Ban ago. We are 
genuinely concerned for the accuser 
and the accuaed." eaid it 


2nd local woman 
alleges improper 
sexual contact 

REACTION from pagt tA 

"No way." he said 

Zaks allegation* followed reports yester¬ 
day that Nancy Maher. 40. of Rochester, 
had filed a 27 million lawsuit against Haath 
wood accusing him of 28 yean of sexual 
abuse that left h* severely physically and 
«nottmaily warred Maher 's lawsuit allege* 
she wee the victim of many deviant sexual 
acta, including rape. 

Zak *aid her contact with Haath wood was 


MaherandZak- _._ 

anern today were Bishop Kaamev stu¬ 
dent* from 1966 to 1970 Heath wood taught 
mathematic* and waa head of the drama 
prignm at Biahop Kearney from 1964 to 
1974. 

Heathwood said he wae forbidden by hia 
Christian Brothers superior* to talk about 
the allegation*. 

"I can't control what people think," be 
said "I would lows to defend my name, but I 
can't" 

Ray Shahin, who waa the school* musical 
director while Heathwood was in charge of 



'Everyone sent you (to 
parochial school) to prevent 
you from getting hurt in the 
world. Nobody told me about 
deviant sexual behavior so 
why would I question it? 


umd Haath wood* office to type school 


Aiao, Edward Tracy, who wm pnnapal at 
Bbhop Kearney from 1967 to 1972. said 


"He'd pram ha body up go m*. and he'd 
tickle," ehe eaid. "It owe like a game " 

A» a young girl. Zak eaai ehe remember* 
thinking that Heathwiud wm simptv beuig 
very playful and affectionate. “When you're 
a kid. you don't put a label on it m sexual." 
•he eaid She said ahe often felt uncomfort¬ 
able but did not consider telling anyone 
“You jute didn't question authonty. I «a 
raaed that way from the first grad*. The 
church waa good and you were there to laarn 
value* and monk" Zak said "Everyone 
■ent you I to parochial school 1 to prevent you 
from getting hurt in the world. 


Barbara Zak. another student of Brother 
John Laurence Heathwood in the late 
'60s. says he touched her nappropriete- 
ly at Bishop Kearney High School. 


dramatic production*, said yesterday that 
Maher e allegations “blew mv mind" 
Shahin eaid he looked up to Heathwood. 
who had recruited Shahin to come to Bishop 
Kearney Shahin called him a “gemua" who 
wm devoted to student* and the play* he 


of teacher* and "totally into the school" He 
■aid Heathwood spent countlaaa extra hour* 
working there. Tracy eaid he never received 
a complaint about Heathwood 

"I don't see him aa that kind of a man." 
■aid Tracy, who is now principal at De Sales 
High School in Geneva. Ontario County. 

But Zak eaid the atmosphere in Heath- 
wood’s office — a popular place for student* 
to hang out — wm far lem rigid than in other 
area* of the school and that Heathwood 
often got "a little too dnae." 

“I was in his office and he'd stand at the 
door ao 1 couldn't get out." recalled Zak, a 
former Student Council member who often 


behavior, so why would I question it?" 

StiU, Haathwood's supporters are skepti¬ 
cal of any allegations against hun 

Brother James Liguon. principal of Bah 
op Hendrteken High School, m Warwick, 
R.I. where Heathwood moat recently 
taught, said Heathwood wm an exemplary 
teacher and one of the school's mote popu¬ 
lar. Liguon eaid student* never made any 
complaint* against Heathwood. 

Thai m well a* Maher ■ delay in report¬ 
ing the alleged abuse, prompted hun to 
i in her 


"And she just decided at this time to 
ome furward?" Liguon asked 
“Very strange." □ 


the Rhode Island school June 10. the Bruthcr* learned of Maher's 1964 to 1974. He also wm very close to humiliate and prey oo Maher 
following final exam*. The echooi - ***^ *—' L -■*— r 

principal. Brother James Liguon, 
described Heathwood as a "dadicat 
ed" teacher and eaid he was one of 


to Maher's family. 

But Heathwood and Liguon in- Maher, who tus not filed ertmi- 
usted yesterday that Heathwood nal charge* against Heathwood. al 


two instructor* honored in end-of 
term ceeemutuea. 


kgea that the sexual abuse began ui sexual acts earned physical injuries, therapy since late (al 
■ boathouse when she wm 12. It including ecamng of her cervix that Maher, contacted 


“It wae nothing out of the ordi-__ w _ m 

nary," eaid LJguari "He retired and continued through hgh school — left her unable to 

Kaul eaid that he wm assured by ended the school year m every other sometimes backstage in the Biahop said the lawsuit. 

Christian Brother* official* that teacher did. He wm not taken from Kearney auditorium — then ,, L -— 

Heathwood had been immediately the classroom" 

Heathwood. who is in hia mid- 


removed from hi* teaching job and 


She aiao sensed Heathwood of etiological conditions 


feelings of "degradation and help 

snare ” by using threat*. »»**. a* weu as swung ana sleep 

The alleged rapes and deviant disorders. She has been in psycho- 
' ' fall 

yesterday at 
i, declined to be inter¬ 
viewed. then left town. But she said 


Maher claimed in the lawsuit *he felt that the truth about Heath 
that she also suffered several pay- wood had finally come out 


---------—--- „ -,-- "I've always thought the truth 

Heathwood eaid he retired from referred for counseling in April after tXk taught at Biahop Kearney from making lewd comment* and trying Throe include chronic pote-trau- would ate you free," ahe said- □ 
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